THE EMBASSY

(DutavaJcyam)
INTRODUCTION

AFTER the wedding mentioned at the end of The Five Nights
messages were sent between the Pandavas and the Kuras. No satis-
faction being obtained from the Kurus, Krishna offers to go himself to
make peace, if this be possible. (Mahabharata LXII, Bhagavadydna-
parvan 73.)

After a discussion as to the tone he should adopt, he sets out. The
old king Dhritarashtra advises an honourable reception of Krishna.

Duryodhana thinks it better to send him no presents, Bhishma
says Krishna's advice should be followed. DuryocLhana says he cannot
divide the kingdom with his enemies and wishes to have Krishna taken
prisoner. This intention is disapproved by all. Bhishma leaves the
chamber in disgust. Krishna is received at Hastinapura by Dhrita-
rashtra, Bhishma, &c., and stays with Vidura. Then he enters the
palace and is received by Duryodhana and the princes. Duryodhana
asks him why he did not partake of viands sent to him, Krishna
replies. It is because Duryodhana is at enmity with his boyhood's
friends the Pandavas. Returns to Vidura's house, where he takes
a meal. In the night Vidura tells Krishna the Kuras are set on war
and that his words will be in vain. Krishna explains that nevertheless
he must try. The next day he goes to Dhritarashtra's council, where
he is greeted on all sides. He states that the Pandavas are ready to
obey Dhritarashtra if they are accorded their rights. Some long stories
are narrated by way of precedent or warning. Then (124) the old
king says he cannot talk round Duryodhana, and Krishna had better
try himself. Krishna speaks forcibly to Duryodhana and advises him
to divide the realm with the Pandavas. Bhishma, Drona, Vidura, and
the old king try to induce the young prince to follow Krishna's advice.
Duryodhana is determined to fight things out as beseems a warrior.
Krishna answers with reproaches. Duryodhana and his brothers leave
the assembly, Krishna advises that Duryodhana should be imprisoned
and so peace could be maintained. Duryodhana is brought back by
Vidura and lectured by Queen Gandharl, but he leaves the hall again
and determines with Sakuni, Karna, and DuMasana to capture Krishna*